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Thib ‘ddfi “be ‘déne - by ‘opdet ineotncll and’ req&ires
no fnew léglstation' w “The ‘Canadian Mintister ‘of
External Affairs has told Bmbassy Ottawa that the
baselines to’ be drawd pursisnt to the’ APk
avnoundeiént will 'be iv’ “hon<cént arﬁial“ argas I
and will Be'virtually fdenmtical Wieh bageiines which
have ‘dlvéddy been didcussed with ‘the Unit&a States.

wa bnwk éegouiated wieh thn $6¢iets an’ ad refarendum ;
multilat"a} draft Couvention of the Territorial Sea ’
. “antaining compromise provisions with respect
to prefarencial ﬁishiﬂg ri hes of coastal gtates on
the ‘high sede béyond 12 miles.* Th oviets wish to
conveéne ‘as soen as peskibia ‘an - natiofal donference |
on the lew of the séa. Both Canada and the United
§tates have taken the position that progress in Q
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resolving the territorxial ses issue 18 likely to
depend on working out a génerdlly. acceptable agreement
on fishing rights for adoption at the conference pro-
posed by the Soviets. Both'governments have-been -
reluctant to agree to the Soviet initiative, therefore,
untll drafe pwvisinms ‘For ‘@i egreement on eoastal

fishing rights cvan be'wotked out' and gain widespread
acceptance, believirg that failur - to do 50 would doom it
the conference itsd®f. The United Btates is also con- j
cerned that such a failure could, in turn, lead to
further extension of elaims over territorial seas.
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We also raaoguim the urgency of mrking out a
multilateral agreement om coastal fishing rights
to swp the dpilateral exmnsim of sueh rights.k

The Eiahiﬂg provisions’ bt Ebﬁ ‘ad-zeferend
multilateral draft comvention we have wo
widh' the- Bowiets are strongly opposed by Canada

as not giving evastal S¥atew enough; Eiahing. .
Jpraefevence. Beveral distant water states, such
"#8 Ggést Briledn, have opposed them for opposite
reasons, We hope the Provi@twwms wiil &aln move,
_wi&e-spra&d sccephence among our allies as a result
“ 6t domstilbtation as the end of the month in NATO.

We exe not sure whethet thé®Ap¥il §:Ganadisn annownce~ i
. ment will help or hm&ar our efforts in this reyded. !
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